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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING 2025  

AGENDA 

1. Opening Devotion 

2. Approval of Agenda 

3. Approval of Annual Meeting 2024 Minutes 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

5. Elections 

6. Staff, Council, and Committee Reports 

7. Old Business 

8. New Business 

 i. 2024 Budget Surplus Conversation 

9. 2025 Budget Approval 

10. Closing Prayer and Hymn 

11. Next Annual Meeting 

 i. January 25, 2026, After Worship 
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 Peace Lutheran Church  
Annual Meeting  

January 24, 2024  
 
The 2024 Annual Meeting was called to order at 11:20 AM by Council President Jeff Murray. Pastor 
Seth opened with prayer. A motion to approve the agenda was made by Linda Strosky, with a     
second by Mary Mosdal. Motion passed. Next, was the approval of the 2022 Annual Meeting 
minutes. A motion was made by Rhonda Sappington to approve the minutes, with Bob Peterson   
seconding. Motion passed. We then went to the Treasurer’s Report. Steve Frank started on pages 
28 and 29 of the meeting booklet. Projected unrestricted offerings for 2023 were $324,884.00, and 
the actual unrestricted offerings were $265,655.63. He then went over a few line items that were 
over budget and explained why they were. New checks were to be ordered, which was an extra 
cost, as well charges for using Vanco; the direct deposit system. At the end of 2023 the budget 
came in at $332,698.15, which left a deficit of -66,049.50. Dewey Anderson asked what the         
proposed percentage of increase in salaries would be. Steve explained that would be talked about 
later in the meeting. A motion was made by George Simek to accept the 2023 budget, with Paul 
Strosky seconding. Motion passed.  
The next item of business was Elections. George Simek asked how many Council members we can 
have. That number is 12. Ann Barsness presented the ballot for Council members. Nominations for 
Council members from the floor were asked for. Sylvia Peterson made a motion to close              
nominations from the floor, with Holli Miller seconding. Motion passed. Bonnie Hovik Clausen made 
a motion to accept the slate for Council, with George Simek seconding. Motion passed. Bernie     
Mason made a motion to accept the slate for Boards and Committees, with Deb Sider seconding. 
Motion passed. Synod Assembly representative nominations were next. Julie Draeger nominated 
herself and Dave Draeger as the Synod Assembly representatives. George Simek made a motion to 
cease nominations and select Dave and Julie Draeger as representatives. Louis Taylor seconded, 
and the motion passed. Lastly for nominations were for the Nominating Committee. The Council will 
nominate 2 people that are going off of Council in 2025. Nominations from the congregation include 
Deb Sider, Bob Peterson, and Peggy Welliever. Tony Pecarina made a motion to close nominations, 
with Melissa Sider seconding. Motion passed.  
Staff reports began with Pastor Seth highlighting a few items from the year. He thanked the         
congregation for calling him and their continued support, and that he was looking forward to the next 
year. He also talked about the Council Retreat held in May of 2023. Pastor Seth thanked Vanessa 
for building the Wednesday night program back from the ground up. Lastly he talked about the     
Office Manager vacancy. The personnel committee will meet to go over a plan. Vanessa also gave a 
report on Youth activities. In June of 2023 a shift was made in the program, splitting the kids into K-3 
groups and 4-8 groups. She asked for volunteers to help.  
There was no Old Business, so we moved to New Business. Pastor Seth put together a proposal for 
a Building Reserve Fund. The proposal suggested that we redesignate the House of Peace Fund to 
the Building Reserve Fund. Also, moving the Building Fund into the new Building Reserve Fund. 
Kristi Bummer asked if a written policy would be prepared that describes the use of the fund. Pastor 
Seth suggested that Peace should have a written policy. George Simek asked if someone donates 
to the Building and Reserve fund if 10% would be taken out and put in the general fund? Pastor Seth 
said it would be treated as a Designated Fund, which 10% is taken if the donation is over $10,000. 
There was concern about putting $500 into the fund each month. After much discussion, Tony       
Pecarina made a motion to move ahead with the document, allowing discussion and amending the 
Building Reserve Fund Proposal, with Bob Bakko seconding. Tony Pecarina made a motion to ad-
just the monthly giving to state a budgeted amount that is agreed up at the annual meeting. The new 
resolution will state “be it further resolved that Peace Lutheran Church transfer an amount from the 
approved annual budget per month in perpetuity from its General Fund to its newly designated Build-
ing Reserve Fund”. Julie seconded the motion. There was further discussion, Pastor Seth read the 
amended resolution. The resolution reads “And be it further resolved that Peace Lutheran Church 
transfer an amount approved by the annual budget in perpetuity from its General Fund to its new 
designated Building Reserve Fund”. Pastor Seth inquired if anyone would call the question, and it  
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was called by Linda Strosky. A vote was needed to end discussion and vote on the amendment. 
One  opposed, and the motion passed. Next, Jeff asked for a vote on the amendment. Motion 
passed, none opposed. Tony then added another amendment to the proposal. The new amendment 
was to add an additional paragraph stating “Be it further resolved that any expense needing to be 
paid from this account in the sum of $10,000 or more must be approved by the congregation in a 
special   meeting or an Annual Meeting”. George Simek seconded. Motion passed. Paul Strosky 
called the question. George Simek made a motion to accept the proposal as amended by the con-
gregation. Lisa Donovan seconded. Motion passed, with one opposing.   
Moving to the Budget proposal, Steve Frank stated that committees bring their budgets to the   
Council. Some items pointed out included a 6.25% increase in wages. This is the recommendation 
from the Synod. Benevolence went from 6% for the Synod and 5% for quarterly gifts to 4% and 4% 
for each. There were a few new line items added to various budget categories. Kristi Bummer 
brought forth concern about the reduction in the percentage of benevolence. She strongly             
encouraged that our benevolence stay the same or be increased. A question was asked if it was 
practical to assume the giving was going to increase 25% to meet the budget? Jeff felt that the 
budget was workable, and that people would give more. Kim Wilker spoke about the Pastor’s    
Compensation. He said that the Montana Synod’s compensation numbers are lower than other   
synods. He believes that the increase was overdue. Encouraged support for Pastor’s compensation. 
As discussion continued about the budget, George Simek made a motion to cut the Building         
Reserve Fund to $250 a month. Ione Bloom seconded, and the motion passed. Julie Draeger made 
a motion to lower the 75th Anniversary budget from $3000 to $1500. Bernie Mason seconded the 
motion, and the motion passed. Dean Jensen made a motion to raise the quarterly gift to 6%. Kristi 
Bummer seconded. Motion passed, with 4 opposed. Lastly, a motion was made by Molly Johnson to 
approve the amended budget, with Holli Miller seconding. Motion passed, with 2 opposed.  
The meeting was closed with a hymn and a closing prayer. A motion to adjourn was made by Tony 
Pecarina, with Lisa Donovan seconding. The meeting was adjourned at 1:04 PM  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Wendy Goodheart, Secretary  
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CONTINUING RESOLUTION: BUILDING RESERVE FUND 
 
CR2024 (1) 
 
 At the Annual Meeting on January 28, 2024, the congregation adopted the     
resolution that follows: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that Peace Lutheran Church, at its annual meeting on January 28, 
2024, redesignate the House of Peace Fund as its Building Reserve Fund; 
 
And BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Peace Lutheran Church, at its annual meeting 
on January 28, 2024, absorb the already existing Building Fund into this newly         
redesignated Building Reserve Fund; 
 
And BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Peace Lutheran Church transfer in perpetuity 
an amount from approved annual budget from its General Fund to this newly           
redesignated Building Reserve Fund; 
 
And BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Peace Lutheran Church allow members and 
givers to designate offerings toward the newly redesignated Building Reserve Fund, if 
they desire to do so; 
 
And BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this newly redesignated Building Reserve 
Fund be used exclusively for planned property maintenance, emergency property 
costs, and for housing down payment assistance to Pastors under call when invoices 
received for these expenses would create undue burden on the General Fund Budget. 
 
And BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any expense above $10,000 needs to be     
approved at a special or annual Congregational meeting. 
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COMMITTEE & STAFF REPORTS 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
As we reflect on 2024, we are grateful for the many blessings that have strengthened 
our faith, fellowship, and service. Below are key highlights of the year: 
• 75th Anniversary Celebration: 
We celebrated our 75th anniversary with a worship service and meal, honoring our 
church's history and the faithful work of those before us. 
· Community Building: 
Fellowship remained central to our church life through potlucks, “Refuel” meals,   
Easter brunch, and outdoor events, deepening connections within our congregation. 
· Food Pantry Ministry: 
Our food pantry continued to support those in need, thanks to the generosity of our 
congregation. 
· Nations to Neighbors Program: 
This year, we supported the resettlement of refugees who have entered the country 
legally, embodying our mission to care for strangers among us. 
· SAIL Program (Staying Active and Independent for Life): 
We introduced the SAIL program to help seniors stay active and independent, foster-
ing connection within the church. 
· Family Promise: 
We partnered with other local churches to support Family Promise, providing shelter 
and meals to homeless families. 
· Outreach and Community Support: 
We assisted with the St. John’s United outdoor concert, distributed 16 Thanksgiving 
food baskets, and gathered gifts for families in need during Christmas. 
· Welcoming New Staff: 
Kim joined our team as office assistant, bringing organizational skills and a welcoming 
presence. 
· Stewardship and Faithful Giving: 
Through the "Impossible Promise of Enough" stewardship program, your generosity 
helped us meet budgeted expenses and continue our mission. 
· Bishop Laurie’s Visit: 
We welcomed Bishop Laurie for a visit, which included a pie social and discussion 
about the Montana Synod’s challenges and opportunities. 
As we look to 2025, we are excited for what God will do through our church. We      
remain committed to serving others and are grateful for each of you who make Peace 
Lutheran a caring community. 
Thank you for your continued support and involvement in our ministry. 
 
Jeff Murray 
Council President 
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PASTOR 
It is nearly impossible to remember everything that happens in a year of ministry. In 
acknowledgement of this fact, the way I create this Annual Report is by going back through 
the reports that I shared with the Congregational Council through the months of the previous 
year. I figure, if it was important to mention then, it is probably important to mention in my 
yearly review.  
What a gift this practice has become! Because I can’t remember everything we have done 
together as a congregation, the reminders provided by the previous twelve months’ reports 
are a huge blessing. It’s like opening up a treasure chest full of meaningful items and going 
back through them to revisit the associated memories. I hope these reminders are as much 
a gift to you as they have been to me. 
Here are a few of those memories I would like to share: 
 
Peace 75th Anniversary Celebration 
October 3, 2024 marked the anniversary of Peace’s incorporation seventy-five years prior. 
We had a wonderful anniversary service the following Sunday in which we welcomed Pastor 
Kay Wittman, Director of Evangelical Mission for the Montana Synod of the ELCA, who 
helped us mark the occasion. Pastor Kay and I shared a dialogue-style sermon, in which we 
discussed the history of Peace, moments in the larger culture, and God’s grace through it all. 
Lunch was catered, Ann Barsness and Eddy Popp shared memories of their experiences at 
Peace, and we displayed mementos from the past. As we looked back, we also dreamed of 
the future, a future in which Peace continues to follow God’s call in the lives of its members. 
Here’s to another 75 and more! 
 
Youth Communion Classes 
Peace held First Communion classes in preparation for a First Communion service on 
Maundy Thursday 2024. Kids and their parents joined for fellowship, education, and fun over 
a number of weeks in the spring. We communed six children for the first time during Holy 
Week, and celebrated this momentous occasion in the lives of our children. 
 
Bishop Visit 
Bishop Laurie Jungling of the Montana Synod visited Peace in April 2024. This was the first 
visit from a bishop in recent memory, and Peace was delighted to host her. Bishop Laurie 
gave a memorable sermon about being a sheep, and conducted an adult forum in which she 
shared about ministry happenings at the Synod level. The congregational Life committee 
hosted a Pie Social, and we all had chances to ask questions and hold discussion around 
the bishop’s address. 
 
Youth Ministry Transition 
In April, we celebrated a decade of youth ministry led by our beloved Vanessa Steiger. In  
July, we bid her well wishes as she moved into different ministry focuses with American    
Lutheran Church. During the interim, the Education/Youth Committee (now Education/Youth 
& Family Committee) saw changes in membership, stepped up to continue providing         
excellent ministry to our youth, and supported me in our search for a new Director of Youth 
& Family Ministry. We excitedly closed the year announcing that our new staffperson,       
Natalie Olson, would begin the first Monday of January 2025. Through all this, God          
sustained this important ministry and reminded us that not only are the youth the future of 
the church, they are the present as well. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and 
do not stop them, for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” (Matthew 
19:14) 

 

Peace Lutheran Church Annual Report 2024  19 

Change of Administrative Assistant 
The main office at Peace saw challenges in 2023 and early 2024. Dean Jenson retired in 
early 2023. Sue Vigesaa served a short tenure through the end of 2023. The first quarter of 
2024 saw Vanessa, volunteers, and I filling gaps the best we could as we searched for a 
new Administrative Assistant. Eventually, we hired Kim Braaton, who began April 2, 2024. 
Kim has blessed Peace with her work for eight months now, and has shared her joy and   
appreciation for the people of Peace.  
 
New Member Classes and Welcome 
On Pentecost weekend, we welcomed eight new members to the congregation. In           
preparation for doing so, we provided a short, two-week course discussing Lutheran        
Theology, history, and Peace Lutheran’s history and ministries. These new members have 
already contributed to the life of Peace in a number of ways, including volunteering, leading 
committees, and sharing generous financial offerings. We will welcome new members again 
in January 2025, and hope to continue building the community at Peace through all our 
members, guests, visitors, and volunteers. 
 
Nations to Neighbors 
Through the fall months of 2024, Peace hosted Nations to Neighbors (N2N), providing office 
space and areas for conducting an after-school program. This partnership had its challenges 
to work out, but also served to bless both parties as we envisioned what cross-cultural      
understanding and care can look like. Unfortunately, due to funding and time/space         
constraints, Peace and N2N will not continue this same partnership in 2025, but we do hope 
to continue to support their ministry financially and with volunteers and resources as we are 
able. 
 
Stewardship Series 
In October and November, the Abundant Life Committee helped me conduct a five-week 
Stewardship Series, in which we discussed the “ImPossible Promise of Enough.” With this 
series, we shared how God kept God’s promises to the Israelites throughout the Hebrew   
Bible, how God shared God’s blessings through the ministry of Jesus Christ, and how we 
continue to live in the promises God has shared with all God’s people. We saw an excellent 
response in our Estimate of Giving Cards and feel we are on good financial footing to end 
2024 and spring into 2025. We will continue revisiting the theme of stewardship throughout 
the year, as we remind each other God’s extraordinary promises continue to come true in 
our lives! 
 
Conclusion 
As I wrote in my letter, success in ministry can be difficult to define. However, I have tried to 
do that exact thing here. As you read my words, and all the words, facts, and figures to 
come, you will hopefully see a snapshot of another wonderful year of ministry at Peace     
Lutheran Church. It is impossible to capture every moment in a report, even a report as     
robust as this booklet. But rest assured, 2024 was an excellent year for Peace, and we are 
carrying strong momentum into 2025. May God continue to richly bless us all! 
 
Peace, 
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ABUNDANT LIFE COMMITTEE 
The Abundant Life Committee is a combination of stewardship and evangelism. We 
established a visitation program for those who are shut-ins and cannot attend church 
very often. Committee members were assigned names on the list and were             
responsible for follow-up phone calls and visitations (with communion) if desired. We 
also sent each person on the list a Christmas card on behalf of the church. We      
utilized a new stewardship program this year that included 5 weeks of sermon     
content by Pastor Seth. The presentations went very well. 
We helped volunteer at one of the St. John’s summer concerts, participated in some 
Wednesday night youth dinners and a Lent soup supper. 
This next year we will continue to concentrate on our member visitations, the      
stewardship program, refuel meals on Wednesday nights, St. John’s summer      
concert program, the Consecration dinner and other requests we may get for the 
benefit of Peace Lutheran Church. 
Committee members- Bob Bakko, Mike Brown, Pastor Seth, Jeff Murray. Bob       
Peterson, Danny Quanbeck, and Rhonda Sappington. 
 
Blessings to all, 
Bob Peterson, Chair 
 
ALTAR GUILD FINANCIAL REPORT 
Balance from December 31, 2023 Report     $5,411.76 
 
Income 
Memorial Donations January 2024-December 2024    
Karen Johnson          $20.00 
Kathy Gilbertson          $50.00 
Gift to Altar Guild          $30.00 
 
Expenses & Disbursements 
Clavinova (Memorial Fund)        $1,887.26 
New Christmas Tree (Altar Guild)       $538.20 
Food Pantry (Memorial)        $50.00 
Peace Food Pantry (Memorial)       $789.03 
Peace Youth Group (Memorial)       $789.03 
 
Ending Balance 
Report balanced to December 30, 2024 Statement   $1458.24 
 
Breakdown of Ending Balance 
Altar Guild Funds  $1,458.24 
Memorial Funds   $0.00 
Total     $1,458.24 
 

Memorial Funds will no longer be included with Altar Guild account. 
They will be shown in the list of Designated Funds. 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE COMMITTEE 
The Congregational Life Committee has the responsibility of planning and providing 
events for fellowship among the members of our congregation and in our community. 
These opportunities hope to nourish and strengthen our relationship with God and 
Jesus. Over the past year these events included the following: 
  
 Annual Meeting Potluck   Coffee Hour Fellowship 
 Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner  Lenten Soup Suppers 
 Easter Continental Breakfast   Peace in the Park Barbeque  
 Rally Day Participation    Lutefisk Dinner 
 Peace 75th Anniversary Celebration Youth Corned Beef Meal 
 Caroling      Helping as needed with Refuel Meals 
 
Congregational Life is thankful for the generosity of the Peace members. A special 
thanks to Bob Gilbertson for preparing the corned beef and cabbage dinner as a 
fund raiser for the Youth Fund. The members of Peace graciously donated to the 
75th Anniversary celebration, allowing the event to be funded without using money 
from the Peace budget. The annual Lutefisk dinner was a remarkable success. 
Thank you to Bob Gilbertson, Mike Brown, Nate Sider, the youth kids, Ann Barsness, 
Sylvia Peterson, Dean and Peggy Welliever, and Muriel Overstreet for helping the 
Congregational Life Committee with the meal. Overall, for the Lutefisk dinner and the 
75th events, there was a surplus of funds. $259.10 from the anniversary and 
$2,165.16 from the Lutefisk dinner, combined for a total of $2,424.26. This net      
balance was divided equally and donated to Habitat for Humanity, ELCA Hurricane 
Relief Fund, Peace Quilters, and the Peace Christikon Scholarship Fund.  
The committee’s duties also included developing and supporting the monthly serving 
committees, stocking the kitchen with needed supplies (thank you to Ione Bloom for 
her time in this area) and updating member information for a church directory.   
 The Young Parent/Family Group continued with their monthly events. This group   
offers bi-monthly gatherings for young families to enjoy a meal, have fellowship and 
establish relationships with each other. The group meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month at 5:30. Childcare is provided. A special thank you to Katrina Rumage for 
planning and organizing this wonderful group. 
Overall, it was a busy, blessed year for the Congregational Life Committee. Thank 
you to the members: Molly Johnson, Debbie Sider, Jeff Murray, Melissa Sider, Joan 
Brown, Ione Bloom, and Pastor Seth. 
The committee would like to thank the members of Peace for participating in and 
supporting congregational  fellowship. 
 
Blessings, 
Holli Miller, Committee Chair 
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EDUCATION/YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY COMMITTEE 
It has been a year of transition, discernment, excitement, and fun for the Education/
Youth & Family Ministries Committee! 
Last winter we experimented with “Super Sundays.” It turned out not to be quite what 
we hoped, but we had a very fun intergenerational Valentine party and visit from   
Zoo Montana while we tried it out! Proceeds from the Fat Tuesday pancake feed and 
BINGO night supported the Parents of Peace Group. On St. Patrick’s Day we held 
another wonderful Youth Fundraiser dinner. Thanks to master chef Bob Gilbertson 
for cooking the corned beef & cabbage, as well as everyone who donated a fabulous 
dessert for the auction. Thanks to your generosity, we raised enough money to send 
NINE kids to Christikon this summer. As they shared during Youth Worship this fall, it 
was an amazing experience for each camper from Peace. (And we learned the 
church van can handle the Boulder Road well!) 
This summer brought another successful week of Vacation Bible School, where 24 
volunteers served 87 participants. After our first ever “Peace at the Pool” trip to the 
Oasis, we bid farewell and Godspeed on new adventures to Vanessa. We are    
thankful for her 10+ years of ministry at Peace! We also experienced some turnover 
in committee members. It has been exciting to welcome new voices and dream 
about the future together. Much of the work that the committee has been doing in the 
last half of 2024 is covering volunteer needs for Wednesday Nights, re-visioning the 
roles of the committee and a new Youth Minister, and planning for a new Sunday 
School program. Thanks to everyone who completed the survey this fall to help our 
discernment. 
We are very proud of all the youth who were involved in leading the camp-themed 
worship this fall, and the Christmas Program in December. From sharing a message, 
leading songs, collecting offering, or helping usher, we love seeing kids participate in 
worship! Children’s messages the last couple of months of the year focused on     
different parts of worship and why we do what we do. 
Older youth also had the opportunity to visit other ELCA congregations in Billings as 
they participated in the monthly Lutheran youth collective and joined King of Glory 
youth on “Mystery Bus” service project outings. 
On Wednesday nights, the Peace Pals (Kindergarten - 4th grade) follow the lection-
ary Bible stories each week, with lots of games and crafts along the way. The Peace 
Youth (4th grade and up) began a new “Echo the Story” curriculum, which involves 
reflective listening, journaling, and drawing as they make their way through the    
Biblical story. A huge THANK YOU to everyone who has volunteered as a second 
adult during lessons, driven the van, or provided ReFuel meals this year! Another 
huge thank you to Melissa Sider for coordinating all the volunteers in the absence of 
youth staff. We are always excited to welcome new volunteers; it is a fantastic way to 
get to know the kids of the church and develop intergenerational faith relationships. 
Another opportunity to connect with kids is providing childcare once a month for the 
Peace Parents group. The group moved from Congregational Life to the Youth & 
Family Ministry Committee this year. Our community is growing! Several new fami-
lies have joined in the last few months, and it is such a joy to see young families 
build      friendships and deepen their connection to the church. Some of our “Family 
Fun” events in 2024 included: crafting T-shirts, Valentines, and gingerbread houses, 

 

Peace Lutheran Church Annual Report 2024  23 

  
 
Trips to the Zoo, a baseball game, and an alpaca ranch, and potlucks, cookouts, and 
Friendsgiving at each other’s homes. We also held a “Stuff Swap” for hand-me-
downs, a “book swap” for summer reading, and our first ever mom’s night out. In   
addition to our monthly Family Fun Events and Parent’s Nights at the church, in 
2024 we added Parent’s Night Out opportunities and monthly stay-at-home parent      
playdates. 
In 2025, the Education/Youth & Family Ministry Committee is looking forward to col-
laborating with our awesome new Director of Youth & Family Ministries, Natalie! We 
are so excited to welcome her to Peace. New in 2025 will be offering envelopes for 
kids, as another opportunity to learn and participate in worship. We also          pur-
chased materials for a Montessori-based Sunday School program called “Godly 
Play.” In the new year, we will be sharing more about this program, as well as         
opportunities for the congregation to help implement it. We are looking for         
woodworkers & crafters to help create learning materials, as well as financial support 
to train volunteers in the Godly Play theory. It’s going to be another wonderful year of 
faith, fellowship, learning, and fun! Thank you for all the ways you support Youth and 
Family Ministries at Peace. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Katrina Rumage, Co-Chair 
 
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 
In 2024 the Endowment Trust Fund had a net income of $2,311.49. The Committee 
made the decision to distribute the income to the Interests listed below. 
   
 Christikon Camperships for Peace Youth  $500.00 
 Peace Quilters      $500.00 
 Nations to Neighbors     $500.00 
 Peace Lutheran General Fund   $500.00 
 Re-Invested in Endowment Trust   $311.49 
 
Melissa Sider, Dave Draeger, Kristi Bummer, Greg Popp and Dean Welliever are the 
committee members. The committee encourages anyone in the congregation to   
discuss with them the benefits of investing in the Endowment Trust. Future plans are 
in place to provide public presentations on  the purpose of Endowment Trusts and 
how your investments can be a benefit to many people for many years in the future. 
Feel free to contact any member individually or the committee as a whole if you have 
any questions or interests in the Endowment Trust. 
 
Thank you, 
Dean Welliever, Treasurer 
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MISSION AND SERVICE COMMITTEE 
As part of the Reaching Out portion of Peace’s Mission Statement, the Mission and 
Service Committee identifies and provides opportunities for Peace members to serve 
others, doing God’s Work with Our Hands. The Bible says “And do not forget to do 
good and to share with others for with such sacrifices God is pleased” (Hebrews 
13:16). Thank you to all the members for your continued willingness to demonstrate 
your faith in this way. 
The congregation of Peace Lutheran Church did a wonderful job of serving our   
brothers and sisters in Christ.  2024 Reaching Out included: 
 Food Pantry: supplied and distributed 33,148 pounds of food with 1,398         
 volunteer hours.  The Pantry saw 2,157 visitors and served a total of 6,592 in 
 need. 
 All Congregational Days of Service: Peace members, volunteering 30 hours 
 of service,  made 380 sandwiches for Salvation Army. 
 Family Promise: We continue to house homeless families though the Family 
 Promise program. When families are at the church, Peace members volunteer 
 to bring meals, spend the night, set up beds, tear down beds, and do laundry.  
 We partner with First English and Bethlehem Lutheran in this ministry. It takes 
 a village to support these families. Family Promise has a high rate of success.  
 Ann Barsness has been the coordinator for this program for many years. She 
 retired in September. Thanks to Ann for all her years of service. Debbie Smith 
 and Jan Bakko are the new coordinators for Family Promise at Peace.  
 Promoted monetary donations locally, nationally, and globally through 
 Souper Bowl of Caring ($248.85), Lenten offerings, Buck a Chick ($555.22), 
 and shipment of quilts.  
 Lenten offerings supported the following causes: 
  Lutheran World Relief   $930.00 
  Family Service   $287.00 
  MRM    $362.00 
  Habitat for Humanity  $376.00 
  Amani for Africa   $293.00 
  Friendship House  $242.00 
 Family Service Backpacks: assembled school backpacks for distribution for a 
 total of 12 volunteers and 24 volunteer hours. 
 Adopt a teacher: Peace congregational members were able to assist teachers 
 in setting up classrooms at Highlands Elementary school.  Six hours of time 
 were donated by congregation members. 
 Thanksgiving Dinner Baskets: Donated meal items, assembled and delivered 
 Thanksgiving baskets to 16 families. Due to the generosity of the congregation, 
 grocery and gas gift cards were included for each dinner basket recipient. The 
 total basket offerings were $1,131.24. 
 In As Much Tree: Our congregation generously adopted one family from    
 Family Promise at Christmas.   
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Thank you to the Peace members who spent approximately 1,398 hours in service 
Reaching Out doing God’s work with Their Hands. We pray we continue to recognize 
those in need and continue to serve in God’s name. The Mission and Service      
Committee meets monthly, new ideas are always welcome. Committee members for 
2024:  Pastor Seth Rumage, Ann and Erl Barsness, Linda and Paul Strosky, Nancy 
Taylor, Rick and Barb Olson, Paula Jackson, Rich Robbins, Jan Bakko, and Debbie 
Smith. Thank you to Rich Robbins who was the chair of this committee in 2024. 
 
Submitted by Debbie Smith, Committee member 
 
PEACE QUILTERS 
The Peace Quilters continue in their mission of helping others as one of Peace’s main 
outreaches. 10-12 members meet 3 or 4 times every month to make quilts for          
Lutheran World Relief and enjoy each other in fellowship. The ingathering of quilts is 
in May and we boxed and sent 160 quilts in 2024. 2 quilts were given to the Christikon     
Auction, 2 to the Rescue Mission, 2 to St John’s Dignity program and Vanessa was 
given one as a farewell gift. We also raffled 2 quilts to donate the proceeds to LWR for 
shipping quilts to disaster areas. Another quilt was raffled to raise funds for batting 
and other needed supplies since the cost of batting and shipping went up this past 
year. Thank you to those who used their Thrivent Action Team cards for the purchase 
of supplies since we’ve doubled the number of quilts being made and are using twice 
the amount of batting. Thank you also to all who continue to donate to our fabric      
supply. The quilters meet every Wednesday from 9:00-12:00, except the 3rd Wednes-
day of each month during the school year. No skills are needed and we would love to 
have you join us in helping others. 
 
Submitted by Cinda Robbins, Quilter 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
Minor repairs and updates were necessary throughout the year to maintain our 
grounds and building. We entered a contract with Jayret Lawn & Landscape for      
watering, mowing, and snow removal. We replaced the upstairs women’s commode 
with a handicap-accessible fixture. We placed doors on the storage room off of the 
Fellowship Hall and painted them to match the colors of the trim and walls. We        
replaced the deadbolts in the downstairs bathroom to help ensure privacy for those 
using the bathrooms. We removed vines that were covering our furnace intakes and 
relandscaped the area around the air conditioning units.  
Thank you to everyone who came to the Congregational Clean-Up Days in March and 
December. Your help in keeping our space clean and maintained is greatly              
appreciated! 
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THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday Morning Bible Study met regularly throughout the year at 9:00 am. We   
started 2024 with the final chapters of a study on C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters. 
In the Spring months, we transitioned to a study on the Prophetic Books of the        
Hebrew Bible before taking Summer Break. After the break, we finished our study of 
the prophets and began working through Paul’s letter to the Romans.  
For the first few weeks of 2025, we will finish our study on Romans. If you’re             
interested in a fun, sometimes challenging, sometimes silly group of folks to read the 
Bible with, we encourage you to join us on Thursday mornings at 9:00am in the       
fellowship hall. We’ll have the coffee on! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Seth 
 
WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Worship Committee serves the congregation of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Billings, Montana and its visitors through word, sacraments, and song. The            
congregation worshipped every Saturday and Sunday via Facebook, The Peace    
Website, Channel 7 TV and in person Led by Pastor Seth Rumage, guest preachers, 
Youth Director, and lay leaders. Office Manager Kim Braaton also deserves a huge 
thank you for her part in making worship available online and ministering through slide 
show visuals. Our Keyboardists, Robin Goodheart, John Goodheart, Dulais Rhys and 
Kerry Ellertson were faithful in using their gifts of music for our services.  Katrina  
Rumage helped with children sermon’s throughout the fall.  All are a blessing to our 
congregation and will be the reason that worship continued with this year with         
reference to our God 
We used the Revised Common Lectionary for the entire year. Multiple Liturgies were 
celebrated for worship. Those included several from the ELW, Lenten worship was 
lead with the Night Prayer, Compline with leaders and congregation singing acapella.  
The kids with the help of Pastor Seth and Katrina Rumage lead the congregation with 
a special Christmas program. The Holden Evening Service was every Wednesday 
during Advent, Katrina Rumage, Wendy Goodheart, Ann Barsness, Dave Draeger, 
Molly Johnson, and I lead this worship. We worshipped outside one weekend in      
August. We continue our 13th St. Worship on Good Friday in 2025. This long-time    
relationship with First Presbyterian Church has been a blessing to the neighborhood.   
Those who served as worship assistants, lectors, keyboardists, organists, musicians, 
ushers, communion assistants, power point and camera operators were ever faithful 
and always appreciated. Members of the band lead by John Goodheart included    
Pastor Seth, Molly Johnson, Rhonda Sappington, Paul Strosky, Wendy Goodheart, 
Justin Pierce, and Jacob Pierce. Bells of Peace took a break in the fall   after some 
medical concerns that dogged the group. We hope to begin a new with new ringers 
and experienced in February of 2025. Wendy, Ann, Pastor Seth, occasional visitors 
Robin, John and Erl Barsness continued to be faithful members of the Worship Com-
mittee at Peace. We thank each of these for their commitment, time, and service. 
 
Peace, See you in worship, 
Julie Draeger, Worship Committee Chair 
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WOMEN OF PEACE 
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