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Leadership Directory

Pastor: Rev. Seth Rumage
pastorrumage@gmail.com
Office 406-252-5504 Cell 406-298-2672

Administrative Assistant: Kim Braaton
peaceoffice1301@agmail.com
Office 406-252-5504

Youth Director: Natalie Olson
peacelcyouth@agmail.com
Office 406-252-5504

Bells of Peace: Julie Draeger
Altar Guild Treasurer: Molly Johnson
WELCA Treasurer: Connie Hausauer

Church Council
President: Jeff Murray
Vice President: Holli Miller
Secretary: Molly Johnson
Treasurer: Steve Frank

Bob Bakko— dr.bobbakkolcpc@amail.com
Ann Barsness— aandebarsness@outlook.com
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Evangelical
Lutheran Church
in America

Julie Draeger— julie.draeger@icloud.com
Steve Frank— frankystorm01@msn.com
Molly Johnson— m64johnson@gmail.com
Holli Miller— h.miller1@bresnan.net

Jeff Murray— jeffreytmurray@yahoo.com
Jody Pierce— bjjpierce@hotmail.com
Louis Taylor— gjltaylor@gmail.com

Peace Office Hours
See Schedule on page 4
Call Ahead Before Stopping By

Weekly Worship Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm
In-Person and on Facebook
Sunday: 9:00 am, 6:00 pm
Community Channel 7
Sunday: 10:00 am
In-Person

As | write this Newsletter Article
(December 23, 2024, 9:00pm), | sit on the
brink of Christmas. Worships are prepped
and ready. Bulletins are printed, folded,
and stapled. | am about to finalize my ser-
mon. My parents, brother, and sister-in-
law are sitting at the dining room table
eating pie and drinking hot cocoa. | am
sitting in the dark of the kids’ room willing
them to lay down in their beds, close their mouths and their
eyes, and go to sleep. There’s a vibe of excited, anxious antici-
pation both in me and around me as the festivities are just a
few hours from beginning.

AWORD
FROM THE

PASTOR

-

As you read this Newsletter Article (sometime on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2025), your Christmas celebrations are likely mostly over.
The turkey or ham or roast has been cooked and eaten (even
the leftovers!). The presents have been opened, played with, in
some cases, already used up or broken. Books have been read,
travels completed, songs sung. Some have even already put
away their Christmas trees and lights, to make room for the
next season’s or holiday’s décor.

In our world of go-go-go, something that happened a week or
more ago is distant past. We spent so much time planning for it
that it seems only right that we should move on to the next
thing. But like many other celebrations in the Christian Calen-
dar, Christmas is not only one day. The season of Christmas for
the church BEGINS on December 25 and goes until the Feast of
the Epiphany on January 6. (If you didn’t know, the Twelve Days
of Christmas refer to those days between December 25 and
January 6, not the twelve days leading up to Christmas.) So if
you are reading this within the first few days of the New Year, it
is still appropriate for me to say:

“Merry Christmas!” Continued on Page 4
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For praise and thanksgiving
Elizabeth A. Eaton — Presiding Bishop, ELCA
Laurie Jungling — Montana Synod Bishop

For people around the world in need

Peace in Ukraine

Victims of violence and war in Israel and Gaza

President Joe Biden and officials at all levels of government

For illness or injuries of members

Gertie Gross Leroy & Luella Ketterling
Lisa Grimsley John & Rosanne Modde
Ron Zech Howard Albers
Geri Frasch Hank Tungstall

Ken Peterson
Marlene Thomson

Darlene Thompson
Lawanda Sherseth

Rita Wyman Eva Wilker
Jacque Chastain Gayle Bummer
Arlene Elsom Austin Sider

For those who grieve

For illness or injuries of family and friends

Taryn Grinsteiner — Ken Peterson’s niece

Carol — Lois Gorseth’s sister, cancer treatment

Kelly Miller — Pastor Kim Wilker's daughter, cancer

Gary Boje — Darlene Thompson's brother, recovery

Denise — Bonnie Hovik Clausen's daughter in law

Garry Fink — cancer treatment

Laura Fisher — Jodi Peterson's cousin, cancer

Bud Leuthold — friend of Joy Lindberg, leukemia

John - friend of Mike Brown, health issues

Melanie — Joan Brown'’s sister, throat cancer

Josh Wilker — son of Kim & Terri, navigating life in prison
Kyle Welliever — son of Dean & Peggy, health concerns
Drew Echales - friend of the Rumage family, medical diagnosis
Erik Aslakson— Kathi’s son, recovering from surgery

Jesse Wayne- Healing from back surgery

JC- John Modde’s Son, lung cancer

Sylvia Kintzing—mother of Barney, recovering from surgery

P rayer Concerns is a published list of those
on the prayer chain, who have given permission to
publish their names. If you are interested in pray-
ing for these, as well as others, please join the
prayer chain. They have leaders who call or email.

Please call lone Bloom at 406-671-4030
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Thank you to George and Kathy Simek
for gifting Peace with a new crystal
wine carafe. Your kind gift will enhance
the preparation and serving of
communion.
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Peace Quilters News!

The quilters of Peace meet each first, second, and fourth/fifth Wednesday
morning at 9:00 until around noon. Anyone who is interested in joining us is
welcome. If you don’t know how to tie a quilt but would like to learn, with all
the willing teachers we have, this is a good opportunity for you. We gather for
coffee round 10:30 a.m. which is a good chance to socialize.

Peace Quilters will be hanging quilts in the fellowship hall each week to show-
case their work. Please take a look to see what we’re up to!

Luella Ketterling January 1
Robert Peterson January 5
Connie Mantei January 6
James Kintzing January 6
Erica Hayashida January 8
Patti Hewett January 11
Liti Johanna Pates January 13
o _ Halvor Quanbeck January 13
¢ Brian Dukart January 19
Gary Elsom January 20
Robert Snydar January 20
Happy Birthday to you all! Daniel Quanbeck January 23
If your birthday is incorrect or missing, Heidi Kimmet January 28
please contact the office at Cinda Robbins January 29

peaceoffice1301@gmail.com .
to let us know! John Greenfield January 31
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Continued from Page 1

May the meaning of the birth of Christ linger with you as you go about these days. May the hope you felt Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day still be with you. May the good tidings, the happy feelings, the merry festivities continue in
your hearts and souls and minds, even as the rest of the world tells you it is time to move on.

And of course, may the love of God in Christ be with you now and forever, until the day he comes again.

Peace,

Tudor el

Peace Staff Weekly Office Hours
Winter 2024

Staff Key=  [EOemer

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

9:00 AV
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
10:30 AM
11:00 AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
12:30 PM .
1:00 PM
1:30 PM
2:00 PM
2:30 PM
3:00 PM
3:30 PM
4:00 PM
4:30 PM
5:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Hello All!

| will be out of the office from the 9th through the 16th of January celebrating my 25th wedding
anniversary. (Whoot!Whoot!) Anything you want in the bulletin for the weekend of the 18th&19th
should be sent to me prior to the 17th. See you when | get back! Kim
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facebook

Find Peace Lutheran on

Facebook!
https://lwww.facebook.com/
PeacelLutheranBillings

Watch worship live or on your own time.
Keep up-to-date with goings on at church.
Even send a message to chat with Pastor
Seth
Also check out our website at

https://www.peacelutheranbillings.com/
Find monthly newsletters and calendars,
information about worship, food pantry,

Peace Lutheran Financial Update

November 2024 $43,795.48 $24,632.06 19,163.42
2024 Year-To-Date $258,897.52 $241,210.62 17,686.90

What a gift it is to s hare ministry with you all! As the
stewardship series drew to a close, Peace received a
few large financial gifts from very generous mem-
bers. Thank you to everyone who gives, no matter
the amount. Together, we can accomplish so much
on behalf of God's kingdom!

In January 2025, be on the lookout for your year-end GROWING IN GENEROSITY
giving statements, as well as all the financial report- ROOTE FAITH
ing that will go into the Annual Report.
God bless us all in the new year!

Give now!

5 STy, Coffee with the Council
+

9 Join the council on Saturday, January 18, and
4% Sunday, January 19 after worship to discuss budget,

" &
§ {‘A o ®  annual reports, and preparation for the Annual
coetw& Meeting. We will have our Annual Report Booklets
Desti

\ !
o

prepared for these meetings.
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Annual Report Deadline
Committee and Ministry Reports for
the Annual Report are due on
edn a nu 15, 2025 at 12:
noon.

There are previous years copies in the
office if you need an idea of what to
immclude.

New Member Welcome
Peace will hold a New Member Welcome
Weekend on January 18 & 19, 2025. If you are
Interested in becoming a member at Peace,
please contact Pastor Seth.

Are you interested in

NQW Membe\'s I. finding new or different

ways to serve your church?

The nominating committee
will soon begin its work
ahead of the Peace

Lutheran Annual Meeting
in January, to identify and
invite people to various
leadership roles both within
and outside the

congregation.

If you would like to know
more about being on
Council, or serving as a
delegate to one of our
ministry partnersin the
community, please contact
Pastor Seth!
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NOTICE OF PEACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING

Peace Lutheran Church will hold its Annual
NMeeting on Sunday, January 26, 2025. At
this meeting, we will review the 2024
budget, approve the 2025 budget, elect
council members and congregational
delegates, and conduct other business of
the church.

Please plan to attend!

_D@@

Meet Natalie, our new Director of
Youth & Family Ministry!

o

0> (——C> (i
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Hi, I'm Natalie and I'm overjoyed to be your new Director of Youth and
Family Ministries. | know both the church and Lord will help me on this new
journey! | attended school in Billings and grew up in Texas and Montana. |
am currently finishing up my education degree at WGU, and just finished up §=
eight months as a cast member at Walt Disney World Resort! | am excited to

C
@
!
C
@
C

=00 EHS

get to serve this congregation!
God bless
Natalie
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Youth Group

Peace Pals is for kids between Kindergarten and
3rd grade. Peace Pals starts at 5:30 PM and goes

until 6:30 PM.

We serve a Community Dinner For kids (and
adults) of all ages from 6:30-7:00 PM.
Peace Youth is for kids between 4th and 8th
grade. Peace Youth begins at 7:00 PM and wraps

up at 8:00 PM.
All are welcome to join the fun!

Wednesday Meal Prep
We are always looking for people to
provide food and/or help prepare
our Wednesday Evening Refuel

Meal.

nursery, or contact Pastor Seth.

Wednesday Meal Schedule

Please check sign-up sheet for available dates

January 8- Abundant Life Committee
January 15- Rachel Henderson

January 22- Ruby Olmstead

January 29- Mission & Service Committee

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Peace Pals and Peace Youth will not meet on
January 1, New Year’s Day. We will resume our

regular schedule on January 8.

HappymNew?

This can mean purchasing take out
or delivery, buying food and
dropping it off, or preparing food
that has been donated. If you would
like to help, please sign up on the
sheet on the youth board next to the

Volunteer Opportunities
There are a number of opportunities to volunteer
to help with youth programming at Peace.
We need drivers to pick up Peace Youth kids on
Wednesday Evenings. We also need people to sit
in on Peace Pals (5:30-6:30 pm) and Peace Youth
(7-8pm) lessons as a second adult in the room.
Please contact Pastor Seth or see the Youth
Bulletin Board if you have questions about these
opportunities to serve our kids!

Youth & Family Ministry Committee
In January 2025, the Education/Youth Committee
is reconfiguring itself as the Education. Youth, &
Family Ministry Committee. This is to better reflect
the scope of the ministry that this committee and
the new Director of Youth & Family Ministry will
be overseeing.

New Director of Youth & Family Ministry
See our announcement in this newsletter about
our new Director of Youth & Family Ministry,
Natalie Olson! Natalie will begin in this position on
Monday, January 6, and we will bring her up to
speed during the months of January and February.

Youth Collective at Peace
Four of the ELCA Congregations in Billings
participate together in what we refer to as the
Billings Youth Collective. This is an opportunity for
fellowship, education, service, and spiritual growth
shared across these congregations.

Peace is hosting this group on Sunday, January 19.
Our theme is When you did this for the least of
these, you did it also for me. We will do a lesson on
Matthew 25, make hygiene kits for the Peace
Food Pantry, and share a meal together.
Please keep this ministry in your prayers as we
prepare for this wonderful ministry!
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January 4th & 5th

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a
celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and
Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of
the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: chil-
dren of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent
out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all
people.

Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12

January 11th & 12th

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption
as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of al-
mighty God when we “pass through the waters ... the rivers... fire.” On this day
the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Be-
loved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

Isaiah 43:1-7, Psalm 29, Acts 8:14-17, Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22

January 18th & 19th

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to
us as it was made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’
baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as
those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there
are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste
and see.

Isaiah 62:1-5, Psalm 36:5-10, 1Corinthians 12:1-11, John 2:1-11

January 25th & 26th

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. Peo-
ple weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is an-
other reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled
in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God.

Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10, Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a, Luke 4:14-21
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Women of the ELCA Circles:
Everyone is welcome!

Ruth Circle
Meets second Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Pizza Hut 2530 King Ave W

Katie Circle
Meets second Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall

Martha Circle
Meets third Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall

MEN'S
RATSING |

gb

W

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meets
Wednesdays at 6:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall.
New-comers and one-timers are
always welcome.

Bring yourself and your appetite—
food and Bible study resources will be
provided!

——

January 29th, 2025

Next Newsletter Deadline:

Delegates to Ministries

Congregational Committees

Christikon
Lois Gorseth
Katrina Rumage
Tony Pecarina

Endowment Trustees
Kristi Bummer

Dave Draeger

Greg Popp

Melissa Sider

Dean Welliever

Lutheran Center
Pastor Seth Rumage*
Rhonda Heidner

Shepherd Cluster
Joan Brown
Deb Sider

St. John’s Ministries
Rhonda Sappington
Mary Mosdal

Synod Assembly Delegates
Dave Draeger
Julie Draeger*

tDesignates Committee Chair
*Designates Congregation
Council Member

January Serving Committee

Molly Johnson—Chair
Keith Johnson
Bob/Jan Bakko
Debbiee Smith
Rhonda Sappington
Monica Aalgard

Abundant Life

Bob Bakko*

Mike Brown

Jeff Murray*

Bob Petersont
Danny Quanbeck
Rhonda Sappington

Congregational Life
Joan Brown

Molly Johnson*
Holli Millert*

Jeff Murray*

Deb Sider

Melissa Sider

Education/Youth
Jan Bakko

John Goodheart
Jody Pierce*
Katrina Rumage
Melissa Sider
Holly Suek

Mission and Service
Ann* & Erl Barsness
Paula Jackson

Rick & Barb Olson
Rich* & Cinda Robbins
Linda Strosky

Mutual Ministry
Mike Brown
Holli Miller*
Bob Peterson
Sharon Schatzke
Chuck Sider

Nominating

Bob Peterson

Deb Sider

Peggy Welliever

(2 slots will be filled by outgoing
council members in November
2024)

Personnel
Bob Bakko*
Melissa Sider

Property

Jeff Murrayt*
Paul Strosky
Louis Taylor*

Scholarship
Wendy Goodheart
Holli Miller*
Melissa Sider

Worship

Ann Barsness*
Julie Draegert™*
Wendy Goodheart
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1 New Year’s Day Ask God to grant us strength, wisdom and patience
to accomplish new goals this year. Give thanks for God’s forgiveness
and for the support of others, which help us to continue when we fail,
grow frustrated or are redirected in our pursuits.

2 “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; look, new things have come into being!” (2 Corinthians
5:17). Our newness in Christ is realized in our present life and in the
future, when we enter the kingdom of God. Pray for the Spirit to
strengthen our faith and to help us embrace our new selves — every
day.

3 Pray for the Spirit to stir our patience, understanding and respect
for others when we find ourselves in conflict with our neighbors or
siblings in Christ.

4 Pray for our synod bishops attending the Bishop’s Academy in Puer-
to Rico as they study and reflect on the challenge and promise of Lu-
theran mission and theology in Puerto Rico and the Caribbean.

5 Give thanks to God that Jesus Christ lived among us, that we might
believe in God’s grace and truth and be filled with joy and relief as
children of God who are set free to live as Jesus did in service to our
neighbors.

6 Epiphany “This star, as bright as day, that will never lead astray with
its message so appealing, is the word of God, revealing Christ, the
way, the truth, the life” (ELW 301). Praise God for the gift of Jesus
Christ, who reveals to us the way, truth and life of God’s love, for-
giveness and promises.

7 Pray for a peaceful transfer of presidential power in the United
States and that the Spirit will influence and guide our leaders to serve
all people with compassion, wisdom and concern for justice and unity.

8 “In [Christ] we have redemption through [Christ’s] blood, the for-
giveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he
lavished on us” (Ephesians 1:7-8). God’s boundless love and for-
giveness are lavish indeed. Give thanks and praise to God!

PRAYER VENTURES

January

9 Remember in prayer college, university and seminary students taking
part in winter J-term classes and service learning, that their experiences
will deepen their faith, expand their knowledge and reveal how their gifts
and passions can be used to do God’s work in the world.

10 Thank God for the ELCA’s special relationship with the United Meth-
odist Church, a full communion partner since 2009. Pray for the church,
its members and its leaders, that we will respect our differences but em-
brace our unity in Christ so we can spread the gospel, serve our neighbor,
and share leadership and resources for doing God’s work in the world —
together.

11 Give thanks for God’s grace and the work of the Spirit, which equip us
with the tools, wisdom and courage needed to face the challenges of
everyday life and to bear Christ’s love and hope into the world.

12 Pray that we will affirm our baptism by telling others about the triune
God, by loving and serving our neighbors, by encouraging the faith of our
siblings in Christ and by seeking opportunities for spiritual growth.

13 Pray for those who respond to God'’s call by working hand in hand
with our companion churches and other organizations around the world
through ELCA Global Mission. Ask God to sustain and strengthen their
faith, their commitment and their diverse gifts.

14 “Who hears the song our sorrows swallow and offers hope to calm our
fears? When all our words seem frail and hollow, God heeds the prayers
within our tears” (All Creation Sings 1050). Give thanks that God hears
and responds to our grief and suffering, even when our words fall short
of expressing the depth of our sorrow.

15 Pray for the outdoor ministries of our church that are busy recruiting
and hiring young-adult staff to share their faith and serve campers of all
ages, backgrounds and abilities in summer programs.

16 National Religious Freedom Day Give thanks that the U.S. Constitu-
tion supports the freedom to embrace religion, to worship and to share
our faith according to our personal beliefs. Pray that we will respect the
religious beliefs of our neighbors and support their right to practice their
faith openly, without constraints or persecution.
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gladness; Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts” (WOV 738). Lift up your
worries, troubles, insecurities and grief to God, who understands us
and grants comfort, strength and endurance in every circumstance of
our life.

18 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Today begins a week of prayer
with our siblings in Christ around the world. Give thanks that we are
one in Christ and that, together, we cast a brilliant light in the world.

19 Praise God for the inexhaustible grace shown to us throughout our
lives and baptismal journeys.

20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day Remember and give thanks for the life,

teaching and advocacy of Martin Luther King Jr. for the sake of justice,
inclusion and the value of all people, especially those who suffer perse-

cution, racism, disdain or oppression. Pray that we will be inspired by
our neighbors and siblings in Christ who are fearless and persistent in
their advocacy and compassion for others.

21 Thank God for the gifts given to us through the Spirit, and pray that

others might recognize their own unique gifts and see where they are
valued and needed.

22 Pray for ELCA directors for evangelical mission, who serve as re-

sources to synods in mission development, congregational renewal and

stewardship.

23 Pray for our church’s grassroots Life of Faith initiative, meant to

help us to live out our baptismal vocation in daily life, serve our neigh-

bors and work for justice in the diverse contexts of family, workplace,
school, community and the world.

24 Pray that we will open all our senses to God’s glory, power and
voice as revealed in nature — the awe-inspiring and dynamic handi-
work of our Creator.

—LCA

17 “You who know our fears and sadness, grace us with your peace and

PRAYER VENTURES

January

25 Conversion of Paul Give thanks that, for God, all things are pos-
sible, even when we do not envision the possibility of lives being
changed, hearts softened or faith awakened.

26 Ask God to help us follow Christ’s example, being humble, kind,
loving, merciful, attentive to our neighbors and quick to respond to
their needs.

27 Remember in prayer youth, adults and families involved in ser-
vice learning and mission trips throughout the year. Pray that they
might share the gospel, serve their neighbors in need, participate
in the work of global companions and ecumenical partners, and
respond to the unique contexts and needs of communities.

28 Remember in prayer neighbors and siblings in Christ who suffer
poverty, homelessness and hunger, that their hope will be sus-
tained, their daily needs met and their human dignity respected.

29 “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of
the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord
are right, rejoicing the heart” (Psalm 19:7-8). Give thanks for the
word of God, for it is trustworthy and restores us, imparts wisdom,
and stirs joy and gratitude in our hearts.

30 Pray for an end to conflicts and violence in the world, including
in our own communities. Ask the Spirit to inspire and equip us to
be peacemakers and bearers of hope.

31 Give thanks for Women of the ELCA (WELCA) and its ministry
with women to encourage bold and active faith in Jesus Christ, pro-
mote healing and wholeness, address injustices, discover spiritual
gifts, and encourage and equip leaders.
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14 Herald of Peace

January 2025

~Peace Lutheran church

Non-Profit Organization
1301 Avenue D
Billings, MT 59102-3196
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