
Leadership Directory 
Pastor: Rev. Will Sappington
 prsappington@gmail.com
   ofýce 252-5504     Home 647-8568
Ofýce Manager:      Dean Jenson
  peaceofýce@bresnan.net 
   252-5504
Youth Director: Vanessa Stieger
 peacelcyouth@gmail.com
   ofýce 252-5504    cell 698-5576 
Intern Pastor: Brenda Boogren
 internpeace@gmail.com
   252-5504
Treasurer   Steve Frank
Organist Robin Goodheart  
Bells of Peace  Julie Draeger 
Altar Guild Treasure  Molly Johnson
WELCA Treasurer  Connie Hausauer
Church Council 
Anderson, Dewey  656-1709
Brown, Mike   855-1588
Christensen, Randy       701-260-5016
Draeger, Dave   698-1333
Finn, Susan   534-1860
Miller, Holli   656-6847
Peterson, Bryan   671-1301
Sider, Melissa         281-7334
Strosky, Linda   661-2626
Strosky, Paul   661-2626

Peace Office Hours 
 8am–12pm & 1pm–4pm
Mon. Tues. Thurs. & Fri.

Herald of Peace 
Peace Lutheran Church,        (406) 252-5504
1301 Ave. D, Billings, MT 59102      peacelutheranbillings.com

June/July 2018 

Making Christ Available to All 
by Rejoicing, Renewing and Reaching Out

Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement

Worship Schedule 
Saturdays: 5:00 pm 
Sundays: 10:00 am 
Education Hour: 11:00 am 
Sunday  Channel 7 at 9:00 am 

For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it.”  Exodus 20: 11.

 By now Pastor Will is on his well deserved sabbatical 
time. While many of us are envious of the premise of 
taking an extended leave, 
we are excited for Pas-
tor Willõs time of devo-
tion and renewal. Under-
standing where the term 
sabbatical originated and 
what it means may give in-
sight into what a sabbati-
cal might look like in our 
own lives. 
 The word sabbatical 
comes from the Greek word “sabbatikos”, which means 
“of the Sabbath”.  It is defined as a time of rest or 
break from work. In biblical times and, as referenced in 
our Ten Commandments, it is a time of rest on the sev-
enth day.  In the book of Leviticus, chapter 25, verses 
1-4, the Lord instructs the people of Israel to sow and 
tend their fields and vineyards for six years and on the 
seventh year give the land a rest. 

Message from Holli Miller 
Church Council President

con’t pg. 4
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Prayer Concerns of those we prayed for May 2018
We Believe in Prayer For praise and 
thanksgiving ...
Elizabeth A. Eaton - Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Jessica Christ - Bishop - Montana Synod; 
For people around the world in need ... 
New Members to come to Peace
Needs of our neighborhood
Visitors to Peace Food Pantry 
President Donald Trump (requested by Peace 
member) 
Christine & Scotty Soileau – Quantico, VA. (mem-
ber of Peace) 
For illness or injuries .. of members
Gary Broeder - healing 
Tina Fritz - healing
Phyllis McGrath - recovery
John Modde - recovery
Kathleen Gregg - healing
Donna Bangert - healing
Lisa Grimsley - healing
Ken, Carol Hoefner and family 
Larry & Shirley Heiser – 
 For illness or injuries .. of family 
and friends. 
Gary Fink - healing 
LaWanda Sherseth - healing 
Katilyn - 15 year old with cancer 
Ann Strecker - friend of Rick & Barb Olson - healing 
Joan and Jerrie - Jackie Fayram sisters, memory loss
Nancy Ware - June Jenson’s sister - cancer
Marissa - college student diagnosed with 
 leukemia
Laura Fisher (Jodi Peterson’s cousin) cancer
Carolyn Campbell - diagnosed with breast cancer 
Micah Hilario, son-in-law of Linda & Gary 
Branae,(Lois Gorseth  friends) has been 
diagnosed with ALS
Shawn Hanser 
Greg Goodheart
Bonnie & Kevin - healing and strength
Pr. Ellen Skatrud-Mickelson - healing
Emily - prayers for strength
Bob Miller - Rod Miller’s father. stroke, surgery 
and recovery
Tyler Berg - kidney illness

Prayer Concems is a published list of those 
on the prayer chain, who have given permis-

sion to publish their names. If you are interested 
in praying for these, as well as others, please join 
the prayer chain. They have leaders who call or 
email. Please call lone Bloom at 652-2441 or Lisa 
Grimsley (698-4121).

Kari - healing and strength
Arvid Wedul - friend of Mike Brown - diagnosed 
with ALS 
Bud Leuthold - friend of Joy Lindberg leukemia 
For those grieving… 
Jeff Murray and family on the death of his 18 year 
old nephew Zach
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My Dearest Friends at Peace,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I can’t believe I am sitting down to write my final newsletter article to you. I know we still have two 
months together, but it certainly feels strange to be saying goodbye so soon. It is hard for me to believe. 
It seems like just yesterday that I arrived here in Billings.
What a year it has been! What a joy it has been to get to know all of you, to share in the Word, to break 
bread together in fellowship and on our knees, to play and study, laugh and shed some tears. It has all 
been incredible beyond my imagination. 

I would like to leave you with Paul’s Prayer for the Readers at Ephesus:
“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes 
its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened 
in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, 
as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with 
all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we 
can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:14-21)

“From whom every family…,” that is you. Yes, the family of Peace Lutheran Church. More than anything 
I want you to know that our God is so much bigger than we can even come close to comprehending and 
God’s abundant love and grace are for everyone. 
Thank you for welcoming me with open arms into the family of Peace. It has been such an honor and 
blessing to be with you this year. I will think of all of you often and will never forget the love and grace 
you have extended to me over these months. You have taught me to be a better Pastor, but even more 
than that, a better person. 
May God continue to richly bless your ministry at Peace.
Love in Christ,
Brenda
Intern Pastor Brenda

A Day in the Life of the Intern 

Goodbye Brenda 
On July 28th & 29th 

we’ll say farewell and 
Godspeed to Intern Pr. 
Brenda during and after 
worship. As we celebrate 
the great year we’ve 
had with Brenda we will 
share ice cream & cake. Plan to be there!
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Congregational News
con’t from pg. 1
The seventh year is for resting the soil that the Lord gave to them. The land belonged 
to God and the Israelites were stewards of the land (Oxford  Annotated Bible, NRSV, pg 
157). 
 If we are to apply this passage to our own lives, then we must understand that our lives 
belong to God and we are to be good stewards of ourselves.  Most likely we arenõt òsowingó 
for six years but we are working for six days and then failing to rest on the seventh day.  
This day of rest doesnõt have to be on a Sunday. For some that might be a Saturday or 
even a Wednesday. What would it look like if we truly applied the 4th Commandment, and 
rested on the seventh day? How would we spend the day? What would we do? 
 Applying the principles of a sabbatical to resting on the Sabbath, we can use the Sab-
bath to worship, study, and reflect.  We can spend time in fellowship with friends and 
family or we can enjoy a walk in the park or a nap on the couch. The important thing is 
keeping the Sabbath (or day of rest) holy and at the same time being good stewards of 
the life that the Lord has provided.
 Resting on the seventh day isnõt quite the same as a sabbatical but even one day of 
respite can be enough to refresh and renew our faith in God, our call to serve and our love 
for one another.  

June/July Worship Themes
In June and July we will welcome more guest preachers, continue our series on Generosity before 

walking through Ruth, and returning to John’s Gospel.

June 2nd & 3rd  Second Weekend after Pentecost    “Generosity 2”
Readings: Psalm 81:1-10; Mark 10:17-31, Psalm 51:10-12
Our guest preacher is St. John’s CEO David Trost this week. He will continue our series on generosity. 
Come and listen!

June 9th & 10th   Third  Weekend After Pentecost       “Generosity 3” 
Readings: Psalm 130; Luke 12:13-34, Psalm 51:15-17
Guest preacher Dewey Anderson wraps up our series on generosity with the encouragement to “have no 
fear little flock.” Ewe won’t want to miss this!

June 16th & 17th  Fourth Weekend After Pentecost     “Commitment” 
Readings: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15; Matthew 5:3-9; Ruth 1:1-22
Intern Pastor Brenda will begin the journey through the book of Ruth. Come and meet Ruth and Naomi 
and the rest of the cast of characters and hear how Ruth makes a tough choice.

June 23rd & 24th Fifth Weekend After Pentecost     “Protected” 
Readings: Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32; Luke 6:36-38: Ruth 2:1-23
Guest preacher John Goodheart continues our journey with Ruth and Naomi as Ruth finds that she is 
cared for as she cares for her mother-in-law. Grace abounds!
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Mid-Week Worship Service at Peace!!!
Everyone is invited to attend  

Compline (night prayer) service
The Second Wednesday of the month 

June 11 & July 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

Holden Evening Prayer Service
                              The Fourth Wednesday of the month 

June 27 & July 25 at 7:00 

Compline Worship
Service

Holden
Evening

Prayer
Marty Haugen

June/July Worship Themes
June 30th & July 1st  Sixth Weekend After Pentecost      “Trusting”
Readings: Psalm 30; Matthew 7:7-8; Ruth 3:1-18
Intern Pastor Brenda continues are journey through the book of Ruth. This week Ruth and Boaz trust one 
another greatly. Ruth comes to the threshing floor to experience this trust and to find out what is next for 
her. 

July 7th & 8th Seventh Weekend After Pentecost   “Family of God” 
Readings: Psalm 123; Luke 1:46-55; Ruth 4:1-22
Intern Pastor Brenda will finish the Book of Ruth as Boaz and Ruth figure out there future and end up 
tying the knot. It has been quite a journey, but one of grace. Ruth’s commitment to Naomi is amazing and 
Ruth continued on for the ride. 

July 14th & 15th  Eighth Weekend After Pentecost      “The Way” 
Readings: Psalm 85:8-13; John 14:1-21
Guest preacher Pr. Matt Lundgren brings us back to John’s Gospel for a piece of Jesus’ farewell 
discourse and the assurance that we get to live with God. Come and listen!

July 21st & July 22nd Ninth Weekend After Pentecost     “Clear as Day”
Readings: Psalm 23; John 14:22-31
Guest preacher Pr. Will Sappington (who is that guy?) brings a word of encouragement from Jesus’ time 
with the disciples. We are never left alone!

July 28th & 29th Tenth Weekend After Pentecost         “Life of God”
Readings: Psalm 145:10-18; John 1:14-16; 1 John 1:1-4
Come and join us for Intern Pastor Brenda’s last weekend. We will spend some time in 1 John talking 
about fellowship. Fellowship with one another, with God and with God’s Son Jesus Christ. This is the 
Word of Life!
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Mission and Service News

Upcoming Mission & Service Opportunities to Watch For
Here are the Mission and Service opportunities for this summer.  Please consider praying for where 
you can personally serve others, and pray for those that will actively participate.

June
 June Summer Challenge- Mission and Service is challenging congregational members to 
 donate blood sometime in the month of June.

 Martin Luther Selfies- There will be flat pictures of Martin Luther available to travel with you  
 on your volunteer adventures.  Please get a picture of yourself with Marty to share with the  
 congregation as we Reach Out.

 Lutheran Center Cleaning- We will be looking for weekly volunteers.  Watch for a sign-up 
 sheet soon!

July
 Family Service Backpack Project- Your school supply backpack filling skills will be needed
 by Family Service. This is a fantastic way to serve many families in our community.  The 
 specific date in July has not been set yet, but please watch for a date to be announced to fill  

 backpacks at the end of July or beginning of August.

 July Summer Challenge- Mission and Service is challenging congregational members to 
 volunteer at the St. John’s Summer Concert Series on July 26th.  Extra hands are always
  needed at these events. A signup sheet is available for needed tasks.

August
 All Congregation Day of Service Join us on August 5th as we have our sandwich 
 making blitz.    

 Adopt-a-Teacher- Please reserve August 15th on your calendar for assisting teachers at 
 Highland Elementary from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  Many volunteers will be needed as there will 
 be classroom moves involved.

Any time opportunity- St. John’s Lutheran Ministries is always welcoming volunteers to assist on 
their West End, Billings Heights and Laurel campuses.  Volunteer opportunities include: bingo host, 
comfort cart attendant, elder khaver, friendly visitor, personal shopper, technology support, shopping 
companion, social hour host, social media ambassador, volunteer driver, and Wii bowling host.

New Volunteer Orientation is held every Thursday.  You can contact Carissa Welch at 655.7727 or at 
volunteer@sjlm.org.  Volunteers may also apply online at www.sjlm.org/volunteer.

Summer is a time to recharge and catch your breath.  Get outdoors and enjoy in God’s wonderful 
creations.  Please also reflect on how you can lend your time and the talents God has blessed 

you with in service to others.
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Peace Quilters
This year we sent 57 quilts to LWR, donated one to the Christkon 
Auction and one to the Youth Silent Auction. We gave two graduating 
seniors a quilt for their dorm rooms at college this fall. We also sold 
four to church members. It has been a successful year even though 
we missed some quilting days due to cold weather in January and 

February. We will not be meeting this summer but will begin again in September. We ‘will 
be meeting on the 1st,  2nd and 4th Wednesday mornings in the fellowship hall at 9:00 
AM. Anyone wanting to learn how to make mission quilts is welcome to join us.

NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL 
SPECIAL MEETING 

JUNE 2ND AND June 3RD 

Dear Peace Members, 
The purpose of this letter is to announce a 
Congregation Special Meeting on 
Saturday, June 2nd and Sunday, June 3rd following wor-
ship services.  The meeting will be for the sole purpose of allowing the Church Council 
to appropriate $30,000 from the building fund to be used for church window replace-
ment and installation. No other topics will be discussed. The meeting will immediately 
follow worship and should not be longer than 15 minutes. 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Members of Peace Lutheran Church Council

Come join us for an evening of worship as 
we welcome Pastor Will back from Sabbatical 

there will be food, music and more!
Where: Front lawn of the church
When: July 21st 
 Worship at 5:00 pm and BBQ at 6:00 pm
 bring a dish to share Church Council will provide  
 hamburgers & hotdogs
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Check out the web site: 
peacelutheranbillings.

com. Web site is updated 
with, up to date calendar, 
newsletter in color, Youth 
page, and photo page. 

Church Council Minutes
The approved church council minutes are 

available at the bulletin board outside the church 
office. Thank you

Find us on facebook:
Peace Lutheran Church, Billings MT

Church E-mail Addresses
Pastor Will
 prsappington@gmail.com
Church Office
 peaceoffice@bresnan.net
Intern Pastor
 internpeace@gmail.com
Youth Director
 peacelcyouth@gmail.com

Congregational News

Simply Giving Program - Would you find it help-
ful to have your offerings taken from your bank 
account as you do other monthly drafts? Thri-
vent Financial for Lutherans sponsors a program 
called Simply Giving which offers this service for 
people who wish to have offerings transferred 
electronically to Peace 
Lutheran Church ac-
count. For those who 
travel, this is particu-
larly helpful in keeping 
up with their intended offerings, and it will keep 
you from having to make up the difference later. 
Contact the church office for more details. 

The Regular schedule for 
Women’s Circles returns:
Ruth Circle meets on the 
second Tuesday at 11:30 am at 
Hardees on 24th

Martha Circle meets on the third Wednesday of 
the month at 10:00 am in the fellowship hall

Deborah/Katie Circle Join us in September

Congregational Life Committee
The Congregational Life Committee is 
responsible to touch the lives of the people of 
Peace Lutheran Church by involving them in the 
life and ministry of the church.  One of the most 
visible responsibilities is fellowship following 
worship services.  We moved from asking service 
committee members to bring cookies, etc., to 
providing doughnuts from the IGA.  So, the duties 
have been reduced and only one or two people 
are needed for each Sunday.  We will continue to 
assign monthly service committees as we have 
done in the past.  If we have a potluck or other 
congregational function during the month, the 
committee may be asked to help.  A committee 
chairperson will be assigned each month and 
will ask committee members to help with the 
fellowship/coffee following Sunday worship.  

June Serving group
Ann Barsness, chair  Erl Barsness
Leah Bick   Ione/Bob Bloom
Rhonda/Larry Hanson Cheryl Bohnet
Kaia/Will Sappington Sharon Hedden
Tina/Dana Taylor

July Serving group
Peggy Welliever chair Dean Welliever
Wendy Goodheart  Phyllis McGrath
Kiley and John Goodheart Lisa Grimsley
Carol/ Bill Fortune  Vanessa Steiger
Robin and John Felton  Heidi Kimmet
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2018 Circles & Bible Studies: 
Everyone is welcome! 

Martha Circle 
Meets Third Wednesday, at 10:00 am 

in the Fellowship hall

Deborah-Katie Circle 
Join us in September

Ruth Circle
Meets second Tuesday at 11:30 am

at Hardees on 24th

July 20th

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 
Meets every 

Wednesday at 6:30 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. New-comers 

and one-timers are 
always welcome

Catch 
Worship 
Service 
Broad-
cast on 
Community 
Channel 7 
Sunday Mornings 
at 9:00 am 

Peace Lutheran Church Council 
President - Holli Miller
Vice President - Melissa Sider
Secretary - Linda Strosky
Dewey Anderson - Abundant Life, Property
Mike Brown - Abundant Life, Property
Randy Christensen - Abundant Life 
Dave Draeger - Worship
Susan Finn - Congregational Life 
Holli Miller - Congregational Life, Executive
Bryan Peterson- Mission & Service
Melissa Sider -  Youth/Education, Executive
Linda Strosky- Mission & Service, Executive
Paul Strosky - Youth/Education

Boards/Committees
St John’s Ministries 
Rich Robbins 
Rhonda Sappington

Christikon 
Jerilyn Dukart
Vanessa Steiger
Kaia Sappington

Lutheran Center
Debbie Sider 
Kay Rossow 

Shepherd Cluster 
Bonnie Hovik Calusen
John Goodheart         
Endowment Trustee     
Gary Broeder  Ed Popp
Molly Johnson Bernie Mason
Rhonda Hanson

Nominating Committee  
  
  

Questions about Council Activities? If 
you have any questions or comments

 regarding any council action - pending or 
          complete - please contact  

President  Holli Miller
Vice-President Melissa Sider
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ReFuel Wednesday Menu 

Anyone who is interested in cooking 
on a Wednesday night at Peace, 
please let Vanessa know! We have a 
“menu” but if you’d like to make 
something else, we are more than 
willing to change! We can provide the 
supplies if you cook and serve! 

*Note: There will be no Wednesday 
night activities on June 6th or July 
4th due to Vacation Bible School and 
Independence Day.  

Adopt a Teacher 

On August 15th from 9:00 AM-
12:00 PM, Peace will be 
volunteering at Highland 

Elementary. Before school starts, a 
group from Peace helps teachers 

at Highland set up their 
classrooms and do whatever they 

need done! 

If you’re interested in helping, let 
Vanessa know or sign up on the 

Youth Board. 

 

Christikon 
A few kids from our Confirmation group are 
going to Christikon for Confirmation Camp! 

They will be there June 18th-24th. Please keep 
them in your prayers as they camp, meet 
new friends, and soak in God’s Creation! 
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If you are interested in 
volunteering for Vacation 
Bible School, please 
contact Vanessa at 406-
698-5576 or 
peacelcyouth@gmail.com 

We would love to have 
your help throughout the 
week!  The Community Carnival is almost here! 

For the 4th time, we are going to gather together for 
a Community Carnival. There will be ice cream, 
inflatables from Big Sky Inflatables, and other 
activities! Come check it out! Everyone is invited.  

June 10th right after worship (11:15 AM) to 2:00 PM.  

 


